
October 9, 2016        Psalm 91:11-12  

 

For he will command his angels concerning you 

    to guard you in all your ways; 

12 they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.  

 

Sermon Series on 1st Article Explanation: Guarding and Protecting Me from All Evil 

 

Back in 1980’s angels were a hot topic.  People were buying figurines of angels and posting them all 

over their homes.  There’s a neat painting of two little children sitting on a bridge over a brook with an 

angel standing behind them.  I remember reading a book called “This Present Darkness” which had a 

vivid way of describing warfare in the spirit world.    

 

But there can be an unhealthy focus on angels when people pay too much attention to them.  In the 

book of Revelation the apostle John saw an angel and he was so enamored by its beauty that he bowed 

before it.  The angel said, “Don’t worship me.”  He became too enamored.  Demons know this, so 

they try to trick us by masquerading themselves as angels of light.  It is interesting to note that 

Mohammed said that he had a vision from an angel, and so did Joseph Smith.  Who knows but that 

they weren’t deceived by demons?   

 

So we don’t want to focus too much on angels.  Yet the Scriptures are full of examples of them being 

used by God to accomplish His purpose.  If we can see God’s hand in their presence and praise God for 

their work, then this can be a God pleasing thing.  In Luther’s explanation to the First Article we say 

how God “guards and protects me from all evil.”  He uses angels to do this.  There are ample examples 

of this happening through the Scriptures.   

➢ Open up to the first chapters of Genesis.  Right after Adam and Eve fell into sin, God placed a 

guardian angel at the doorway to the Garden of Eden to keep them from coming in and eating 

from the Tree of Life.  This was a blessing, as nobody would want to live in this world forever.    

➢ Think of the story of Balak and Balaam.  Balak wanted Balaam to curse the Israelites.  But on 

his way the LORD put an angel in the road to block his pathway so that he wouldn’t curse them.  

➢ Last week Pastor Starr spoke about Daniel in the Lion’s Den.  God sent an angel to shut the 

mouths of the lions so that they couldn’t kill Daniel.  

➢ This happens in the New Testament as well, like when Peter was freed from prison by an angel 

who came and loosened his shackles and opened the prison door.   

➢ There are lesser known stories in the Bible as well.  If you read in the book of Daniel, chapter 10 

describes how the archangel Michael was sent to detain a “king of Persia” which might be 

referring to demonic forces that were at work in Persia.  This would seem to infer that angels are 

also involved in what happens within the kingdoms of this world.   

So we associate the angels with powerful acts of protection on behalf of God’s kingdom - both 

immediately in averting disaster and perhaps even in how kingdoms rise and fall.  God’s Word clearly 



says.  Hebrews 1:14 says, “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit 

salvation?”  God sends His angels to “guard and protect.”   

 

But they aren’t just mindless muscle bound meatheads that fly around like spiritual Arnold 

Schwarzeneggers.  The Bible says that when God gave prophecies that the angels “long to look into 

these things.”  (1 Peter 1:12) When Jesus was born there were angels in the sky singing “glory to God 

in the highest.”  When Jesus rose from the dead the angels were there to tell the disciples what had 

happened.  And when Jesus ascended into heaven, again it was the angels who told the disciples to get 

a move on and get going.  Angels are said to rejoice in heaven when one sinner repents. An angel told 

Cornelius to send for Peter so that the gospel could be spread to Gentiles.  Angels were said to carry 

Lazarus’ soul to heaven when he died.  So we see that angels are intricately bound to God’s will and 

they rejoice when God fulfills His plan of salvation.   

 

Yet we have to remember that they do not make a regular habit of visibly appearing to people.  Why?  

Probably because we would end up like John, being more enamored with them than we are with our 

Lord.  Most of the time they work behind the scenes and in invisible ways, and they want it to be that 

way so that we focus on Jesus.  Yet God still wants us to be aware of them.  He wants us to trust Him 

when He says that they are working on our behalf to guard and protect us.  In 1 Corinthians Paul talks 

about the way women are to reflect their relationship with their husbands, and how they are to honor 

the role of leadership they have been given in the relationship.  He says they ought to do this “because 

of the angels.” (11:10)  Jesus also talked about the way we treat children and He mentioned that we are 

to take care of them as “their angels always see the face of my father.”  (Matthew 18:10) It would 

appear that He wanted us to be aware of the fact that angels are in our presence.   

 

If these superhuman beings actually exist and are provided by God to guard and protect us from evil, 

then it has to make you wonder about why anything bad does happen then.  Does it mean the angels 

were sleeping at the switch?  Of course not.  Was it a matter of them having to be too many places at 

too many times?  I doubt that as well.   

 

Just recently you may have seen the news of the death of Kevin Witte, a 37 year old teacher and coach 

at a Christian school in Holland, MI.  A truck carrying a forty four foot pole turned left in front of him, 

causing the pole to hit him in the head while he sat in his car.  He was a faithful husband and a father of 

three. I’d assume he was a Christian as he was teaching at a Christian school.  Let’s assume angels 

were there.  These are the people that they are called to serve and protect.  Yet in this instance they did 

not intervene.  Wouldn’t this mean they saw it happen?  Imagine seeing this happen throughout 

hundreds of years of history!  Think also about the fact that they had the power to do something, but 

they didn’t.  

 

We could look at this scenario and say to ourselves, “What a rotten thing to do!”  Your sinful nature 

could say, “God doesn’t care!”  Yet we also have to remember that angels are not here to prevent the 

wages of sin and death from happening.  That curse still stings.  They aren’t here to provide little 

bubbles to live in for the rest of our lives.  Their goal is the same as God’s.  Their goal is to bring us to 



heaven.  If Kevin, being a teacher of a Christian school, was in fact Christian, then we would assume 

he was taken to heaven after he died from being struck by that pole.  So look at it from another 

perspective.   They were also there to carry his soul to Jesus.  In spite of the pain and the heartache that 

it caused on this side of heaven for him to die in such a seemingly random way, he was delivered home 

exactly when God ordained it should happen.  Since angels were there and had the power to do 

something, but didn’t, would it be right to then assume that Kevin’s death was still under the control of 

God’s gracious ordaining?  Couldn’t this give us some comfort in the midst of the pain?   Before you 

point the finger at God and blame Him when something goes wrong, remember also the difficult role of 

the angels who follow God’s commands and have to witness this evil and deal with it on a daily basis, 

but never second guess God’s judgments.   

 

The thing is that when angels do their work, it often goes unnoticed.  We call such things 

“coincidence” and “chance”, but little do we know how often they are anything but coincidence or 

chance.  Think about the boy who goes barrelling down a hill to jump off a homemade jump - goes 

flying 20 feet up in the air - flips over twice - and yet some how lands in a way where he doesn’t break 

anything.  He goes and tells his buddy what happens and the then he says, “Boy, that was lucky!”   

How many times has their protection gone completely unnoticed?  When Peter was being rescued by 

the angel he wasn’t even aware of what was happening.  He thought it was a dream.  We are 

completely awake and yet in the same sense we are blind to what goes on around us.  It reminds me of 

a 1974 cartoon called “Hong Kong Phooey” about a superhero dog who couldn’t seem to do anything 

right.  Unbeknownst to him, it was his cat “Spot” who actually made the situation turn out alright.  

Another more recent movie was called Groundhog Day.  It featured Bill murray who had to relive a 

day hundreds of times until he finally seemed to get it right.  Day after day he timed it just right to 

catch a child who fell from a tree.  Even though the boy clearly knew that he was rescued by Bill 

Murray day after day, not once did the boy ever thank him.  Nonetheless, every day, he kept catching 

him.  Little do we know how many times that happens to us!   

 

So Luther taught us to pray for God to send His angels to protect us.  In the morning and evening 

prayer we pray, “let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.”  In 

another evening prayer some say, “may angels watch me through the night, until I wake with morning 

light.”  We are reminded of this also when we confess that God guards and protects me from all evil.   

 

How often do we go through life and not say these prayers?  A part of it is due to our own ignorance.  

We forget that there are actual demons that are plotting to get us to fall into sin and despair, and we 

have no clue!  A part of it may be due to arrogance.  We seem to get by in life just fine every day.  We 

don’t fall into a sin that ruins our lives.  We experience good health.  We pay the bills.  We don’t really 

think we need the angels.  It’s a bunch of hype.  Yet think of what happened when God lifted the 

protection from Job for just a minute!  Think of what demons did to children and adults in the Gospels.  

God said of those on the earth near the end of days, “Woe to you.  The devil is full of fury.  He knows 

his time is short.”  I am hearing of more and more incidents that just can’t be the results of drugs or 

mental illness.  They have to be demonic.   We need angels here to protect us!   

 



Isn’t it interesting to see that even Jesus - when He was in His humility - had the assistance of angels?  

An angel came to tell Joseph to take Mary as his wife.  The angel also told Joseph to take Mary and the 

child to Egypt at the threat of Herod.   After he was tempted for 40 days in the wilderness the Bible 

says that “angels came and attended him.” When Jesus was in anguish from praying in the Garden, 

knowing that His death was near, the Bible again says that “an angel from heaven appeared to Him 

and strengthened Him.”  (Luke 22)   The all powerful angels came to Jesus’ assistance.  What did the 

angel strengthen Jesus for?  So that He would then go to the cross to die for the sins of the world.  Who 

unrolled the stone after Jesus rose from the dead?  An angel did!  The angels were there to guard and 

protect Jesus from being put to death before His time.  An angel was there to strengthen Jesus just prior 

to going to the cross.  Angels were there to tell the women, “He is not here.  He is risen, just as He 

said.”   

 

In the Bible God is often referred to as the “Lord of hosts.”  Who are those hosts?  Those are the angel 

armies.  So this Jesus whom they came to assist before and after battle, this Jesus is their King.  The 

angels want us to listen to Him and worship Him.   This is the ultimate directive of the angels, to point 

us to Christ.  There are many things that happen to us and don’t happen to us that are beyond our 

control.  There are many other things that should happen to us because of what we have done or 

haven’t done.  Through it all the angels are working, and they want to point us to Christ.  Jesus, while 

in His humility, was assisted by angels.  How much more do we need their assistance and their help to 

protect us from evil? 

 

We are now living in a time when those who are under authority and paid to “guard and protect” are 

being accused of abusing their powers.  The news has constantly run video of questionable shootings, 

and it has stirred up the public.  Now the police officers themselves are being attacked by the very 

people they are supposed to protect.  A man in Florida tried to run down three police officers at a gas 

station not too long ago.  In July five police officers were killed and nine wounded in an attack during a 

protest march in Dallas.   They are not the only authorities under attack.  Teachers no longer have the 

respect of students.  Many Christians don’t want pastors looking after them.  These are scary times that 

could lead to anarchy if we are not careful.  This is all by the devil’s design.  When the mob rules there 

will be no safety.   

 

Yet there is safety when we remember that God is still in charge, and that His angels are still hard at 

work.  Sometimes I do things with our children that my wife thinks is a little bit dangerous.  I joke with 

her, “We have to give God’s angels something to do.”  The truth is I’m sure they have plenty to do in 

this world.  And we shouldn’t put God to the test by doing things that could or should get us hurt.  

Nonetheless, we live in a dangerous world with dangerous people and even more dangerous demons.  

Drug abuse is getting worse and worse.  Race relations are leading to more and more tension.  We can’t 

live in a bubble.  We have to engage.  And we are called on to be gentle, kind, and loving in the middle 

of this mess.  The good news is that God’s angels are here to protect us.  We are weak, but they are 

strong.  Instead of worrying, trust God to use these angels.  Pray for their protection.  These protectors 

are always ready and willing to head into battle.  Heaven knows we need it.  Thank God we have it.  

Amen.   


